
Service of Holy Communion
The Third Sunday of Easter

Sunday 19 April 2026

Welcome

Easter Greeting
Hallelujah.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Hallelujah!

Worship in Song
What wonder of wonders what love is this
That Christ would die for me
His goodness His merit His righteousness
This sinner’s only plea
O foolish pride be crucified
The work is finished

   All my boast is in Jesus, all my hope is His love
   And I will glory forever in what the cross has done

Now fully forgiven my life is filled
With graces undeserved
For mercy that flowed down that sacred hill
Let praises now return
Rise up my soul and bless the Lord
Who else is worthy

Bridge
   O praise the One forever blessed
   Him alone my heart adores
   And I will boast in nothing less
   Than the love of Christ my Lord

I boast not in riches in strength or might
But in the grace of God
I glory in weakness to live is Christ
In plenty or in want
That I may know that all may see
His pow’r within me

Ending
   Now I stand in His freedom
   Ransomed clean in His sight
   And I cannot be ashamed for
   My boast is Jesus Christ
   My boast is Jesus Christ
   Forever my boast is Jesus Christ

Confession
Lord Jesus Christ, crucified, risen and ascended for
us: we have not loved you as our Redeemer, nor
obeyed you as our Lord; we have not brought our
prayers to you, nor heeded your tears shed over
the world.  Forgive us, we pray; breathe into us a
new spirit of service, and make us joyfully
obedient to your will: for your glory's sake. Amen

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the
world to save sinners, bring you his pardon
and peace, now and for ever.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy
gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen
Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with
us, that we may be strengthened and sustained
by his risen life and serve you continually in
righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord,  who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.  Amen.

Bible Readings
Galatians 5.13-26 (Church Bible p975)
Matthew 7.12-20 (Church Bible page 812)

Sermon

Worship in Song
Speak O Lord as we come to you
To receive the food of your holy word
Take your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us
All your purposes for your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience
Holy reverence true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of your purity
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Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak O Lord and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on your promises
And by faith we'll walk as you walk with us
Speak O Lord till your church is built
And the earth is filled with your glory

Creed
Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ:
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
scriptures; he was buried; he was raised to life
on the third day in accordance with the
scriptures; afterwards he appeared to his
followers, and to all the apostles: this we
have received, and this we believe.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Stewardship

The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his
disciples and said, 'Peace be with you.'
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Worship in Song
Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour,
I know for sure, all of my days are held in your hand,
Crafted into Your perfect plan.
You gently call me into your presence, 
Guiding me by your Holy Spirit.
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life 
Through your eyes.

I'm captured by your holy calling, 
Set me apart I know you're drawing me to yourself; 
Lead me, Lord, I pray.
Take me, mould me, use me, fill me; 
I give my life to the Potter's hand.
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 
I give my life to the Potter's hand.

Offertory Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you emptied yourself, taking
the form of a servant. Through your love, make
us servants of one another.  Lord Jesus Christ, for
our sake you became poor. May our lives and
gifts enrich the life of your world.  Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always
and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty
and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts  the memory of
your wonderful works.  For by the mystery of
his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has
conquered the powers of death and hell and
restored in men and women the image of your
glory. He has placed them once more in
paradise and opened to them the gate of life
eternal. And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness, while
angels and archangels and the powers of all
creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all
holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts
of bread and wine may be to us the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
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took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my
body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set
us free.  You are the Saviour of the world.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the
cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the
sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension, and
looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate
this memorial of our redemption. As we offer
you this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread
and this cup  and we thank you for counting us
worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather
into one in your kingdom all who share this
one bread and one cup, so that we, in the
company of all the saints, may praise and
glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our
Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and
ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song during communion

Holy Spirit living breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul.
Let the presence of the risen Lord
Come renew my heart and make me whole
Cause your word to come alive in me,
Give me faith for what I cannot see;
Give me passion for your purity;
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within,
May your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover every sin
In each thought and deed and attitude:
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace;
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth,
Giving life to all that God has made,
Show your power once again on earth,
Cause your church to hunger for your ways.
May the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ
May be clear for all the world to see.

Worship in Song during communion

Spirit of heaven flood over me
Forming Christ in all that I do
Turn every sinful desire in me
Into holy passion for You
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   O Spirit of God come down
   Let mercy and grace abound
   My passionate prayer shall be, Christ in me

Spirit of beauty and holiness
Come refine with fire from above
Till I am cast in Your righteousness
And I love the things that You love

Breathe Your forgiveness when darkness falls
And my heart is heavy with sin
Fill me with faith for the higher cause
Of the ceaseless praise of the King

Prayer after Communion
Living God, your Son made himself known to
his disciples in the breaking of bread: open the
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his
redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now
and for ever. Amen.

Worship in Song
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong a perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on his hands
My name is written on his heart
I know that while in heaven he stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see him there
Who made an end of all my sin
Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the just is satisfied
To look on him and pardon me

Behold him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I AM
The King of glory and of grace
One with himself I cannot die
My soul is purchased by his blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God

Blessing
Go from here as witnesses of what you have
seen and heard.  Share God's love with those
you meet.  Bring hope to those who are in
despair.  Live lives of gratitude and praise.  And
may the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you now
and always.  Amen.

Hallelujah.  Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed.  Hallelujah!
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