
Service of Holy Communion
Sunday 23 November 2025

Sunday before Advent - Jonah

Welcome

Worship in Song
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

   My chains are gone I've been set free
   My God my Saviour has ransomed me
   And like a flood His mercy rains
   Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

Confession
You have called us to be your people, to follow
where you lead, to be obedient to your word and
to proclaim your good news wherever we might
go.  Forgive the impatience and lack of faith
which causes us to stumble, preferring our way to
yours, relying on human wisdom rather than the
truth which comes from you.  Draw us back into
your arms, as prodigals to you, our Father, and
grant us patience, perseverance, and a child-like
faith in our journeying with you.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
May almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our
sins, open our eyes to God's truth, strengthen us to
do God's will and give us the joy of his kingdom,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people,
that they bringing forth the fruit of good works,
may by you be richly rewarded: through Jesus
Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

Bible Reading
Jonah 1 (Bible page 774)

Sermon - part 1

Bible Reading
Jonah 2-4 (Bible page 774)

Sermon - part 2

Worship in Song
In the darkness there’s a light before me
And it drives away my fear
In the silence there’s a voice that calls me
And it tells me you are near

In the chaos there’s a hand that holds me
And will never let me go
Yes I know that you are always for me
For your word has told me so

   I will follow you, I will walk by faith
   You have brought me near by your unrelenting grace
   I will set my mind on the things above
   You have won my heart with your everlasting love

I was lost but then you came and found me
And in love you brought me home
I was dead in sin but then you raised me
I am saved by grace alone
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For no height no depth no life no death
No power on earth can take us from your love
No height no depth no life no death

 No power on earth can take us from your love

An Affirmation of Faith
We believe the grace of God has dawned upon
us with healing for all the world, and so we
rejoice to declare our faith in him: 

We trust in God the Father, who has revealed
his love and kindness to us, and in his mercy
saved us, not for any good deed of our own,
but because he is merciful.

We trust in Jesus Christ, who gave himself up
for us to free us from our sin, and set us apart
for himself a people eager to do good. 

We trust in the Holy Spirit, whom God poured
out on us generously through Christ our saviour
so that justified by grace we might become heirs
with the hope of eternal life.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Once we were far off, but now in union with
Christ Jesus we have been brought near through
the shedding of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Worship in Song
Now when peace like a river attendeth my soul
And when sorrows like sea billows roll
Then whatever my lot you have taught me to say
It is well it is well with my soul

   It is well with my soul
   When the storms of winter blow
   And the cares of this world take their toll
   In the heat of the day there is grace enough to say
   It is well it is well with my soul

And when Satan should tempt me
And trials should come
Let this blessed assurance control
For He sees every weakness and knows every fear
And has shed his own blood for my soul

Offertory Prayer
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the
glory, the splendour, and the majesty.  For
everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  All
things come from you, and of your own do we
give you.  Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our
salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of your
praise.  In the fullness of time you made us in
your image, the crown of all creation.  You give
us breath and speech, that with angels and
archangels and all the powers of heaven we may
find a voice to sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you
embraced a people as your own.  When they
turned away and rebelled your love remained
steadfast.  

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,
born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom all
our hungers are satisfied.  He offered his life for
sinners, and with a love stronger than death he
opened wide his arms on the cross. 
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On the night before he died, he came to supper
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you
thanks.  He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world.

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross; we remember
his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that
he intercedes for us at your right hand.  Pour out
your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts
of your creation; may they be for us the body and
blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy things in your
presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and
build us into a living temple to your glory.
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve
her in peace.  Bring us at the last with all the
saints to the vision of that eternal splendour
for which you have created us; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in
whom, with all who stand before you in earth
and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty,
in words of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be
yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our Lord
Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song - during communion

May the peace of God our heavenly Father
And the grace of Christ the risen Son
And the fellowship of God the Spirit
Keep our hearts and minds within his love

   And to him be praise for his glorious reign
   From the depths of earth to the heights of heaven
   We declare the name of the Lamb once slain
   Christ eternal the King of kings

May this peace which passes understanding
And this grace which makes us what we are
And this fellowship of his communion
Make us one in spirit and in heart

Worship in Song - during communion

Your grace that leads this sinner home
From death to life forever
And sings the song of righteousness
By blood and not by merit

Your grace that reaches far and wide
To every tribe and nation
Has called my heart to enter in
The joy of Your salvation

   By grace I am redeemed
   By grace I am restored
   And now I freely walk 
   into the arms of Christ my Lord
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Your grace that I cannot explain
Not by my earthly wisdom
The prince of life, without a stain
Was traded for this sinner

Let praise rise up and overflow
My song resound forever
For grace will see me welcomed home
To walk beside my Saviour

Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off you met us in
your Son and brought us home.  Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.  May we who
share Christ's body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom
the Spirit lights give light to the world.  Keep
us firm in the hope you have set before us, so
we and all your children shall be free, and the
whole earth live to praise your name; through
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
There is good news for the captive
Good news for the shamed
There is good news for the one who walked away
There is good news for the doubter
The one religion failed
For the good Lord has come to seek and save

   He's our rescuer, he's our rescuer
   We are free from sin forevermore
   Oh how sweet the sound
   Oh how grace abounds
   We will praise the Lord our rescuer

He is beauty for the blind man, riches for the poor
He is friendship for the one the world ignores
He is pasture for the weary
Rest for those who strive
Oh the good Lord is the way the truth the life
Yes the good Lord is the way the truth the life

   So come and be chainless
   Come and be fearless
   Come to the foot of Calvary
   There is redemption for every affliction
   Here at the foot of Calvary

Blessing
May you, like Jonah, find the courage to turn
when you stray, the humility to accept second
chances, and the compassion to welcome those
whom others reject.  May storms teach you
wisdom, the deep places reveal God’s steadfast
presence, and every narrow place become a
path to mercy.  May you have the boldness to
speak truth with gentleness, and the grace to
forgive as you have been forgiven.  And may the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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