
Service of Holy Communion
Sunday 19 October 2025

3 John - ‘Pointers to help us live the truth’

Welcome

Worship in Song
By faith, we see the hand of God
In the light of creation's grand design;
In the lives of those who prove his faithfulness,
Who walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith, our fathers roamed the earth
With the power of his promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God's own hand
A place where peace and justice reign.

  We will stand as children of the promise,
  We will fix our eyes on Him, our soul's reward
  Till the race is finished and the work is done,
  We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith, the prophets saw a day
When the longed-for Messiah would appear
With the power to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith, the church was called to go
In the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news,
In every corner of the earth.

By faith, this mountain shall be moved
And the power of the gospel shall prevail,
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon his name.

Confession
You have called us to be your people, to follow
where you lead, to be obedient to your word and
to proclaim your good news wherever we might
go.  Forgive the impatience and lack of faith
which causes us to stumble, preferring our way to
yours, relying on human wisdom rather than the
truth which comes from you.  Draw us back into
your arms, as prodigals to you, our Father, and
grant us patience, perseverance, and a child-like
faith in our journeying with you.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
May almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given
us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us
our sins, open our eyes to God's truth, strengthen
us to do God's will and give us the joy of his
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be
open to your truth and to trust in your love,
that we may live each day with confidence in
the salvation which is given through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Bible Readings
3 John (Bible page 1026)
John 14.1-14 (Bible page 901)

Sermon

Worship in Song
Hear the call of the kingdom
Lift your eyes to the King
Let his song rise within you
As a fragrant offering
Of how God rich in mercy came in Christ to redeem
All who trust in his unfailing grace

Hear the call of the kingdom
To be children of light
With the mercy of heaven the humility of Christ
Walking justly before him
Loving all that is right
That the life of Christ may shine through us

   King of heaven we will answer the call
   We will follow bringing hope to the world
   Filled with passion filled with power to proclaim
   Salvation in Jesus' name

Hear the call of the kingdom
To reach out to the lost
With the Father's compassion
In the wonder of the cross
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Bringing peace and forgiveness
And a hope yet to come
Let the nations put their trust in him

An Affirmation of Faith
We believe the grace of God has dawned upon
us with healing for all the world, and so we
rejoice to declare our faith in him: 

We trust in God the Father, who has revealed
his love and kindness to us, and in his mercy
saved us, not for any good deed of our own,
but because he is merciful.

We trust in Jesus Christ, who gave himself up
for us to free us from our sin, and set us apart
for himself a people eager to do good. 

We trust in the Holy Spirit, whom God poured
out on us generously through Christ our saviour
so that justified by grace we might become heirs
with the hope of eternal life.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Banns of Marriage & Notices 

The Peace
We are the body of Christ.  In the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body.  Let us then
pursue all that makes for peace and builds up
our common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Worship in Song
I have seen my Father's glory
Revealed in Jesus Christ
And the more that I behold him
The more he satisfies
When I gaze upon his beauty
When I see him as I should
Then my eyes are lifted upward
For his glory and my good

There is hope in every trial
For I can trust the Lord
He will turn my heart towards him
And help me bear the thorn
So in faith I follow Jesus
On the road not understood
For I know that he is working
For his glory and my good

   To our God be the glory
   To our God be praise
   He alone the name above all names
   I will boast ever only in the Lord my God
   For I know his glory is my good

See the open arms of Jesus
Upon the cross that day
What they understood as weakness
Deserves my every praise
For the charge that was against me
It was nailed into the wood
Yes I know that he has saved me
For his glory and my good

Would I gladly be made nothing
That Christ would be made more
Would I seek the only kingdom
That far outweighs them all
I will stand before my Father
Where the faithful saints have stood
And with joy my heart shall praise him
For his glory and my good

Offertory Prayer
Heavenly Father, your love for us is beyond
measure.  Help us to offer for your work a due
proportion of what we have, in gratitude for what
you have given us.  This we pray in Jesus name
who gave his very life for us.   Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Father, we give you thanks and praise through
your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living
Word, through whom you have created all
things; who was sent by you in your great
goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as
your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on
earth and went about among us; he opened wide
his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to
death by dying for us; and revealed the
resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled
your will and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, we proclaim
your great and glorious name, for ever praising
you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all
holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts
of bread and wine may be to us the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same
night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave
you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you; do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the
cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins
of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking
for his coming in glory, we celebrate this

memorial of our redemption.  As we offer you this
our sacrifice of praise and thanks-giving, we bring
before you this bread and this cup and we thank
you for counting us worthy to stand in your
presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather
into one in your kingdom all who share this one
bread and one cup, so that we, in the company
of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for
ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom,
and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song - during communion

Beautiful Lord, wonderful Saviour,
I know for sure, all of my days are held in your hand,
Crafted into Your perfect plan.
You gently call me into your presence, 
Guiding me by your Holy Spirit.
Teach me, dear Lord, to live all of my life 
Through your eyes.
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I'm captured by your holy calling, 
Set me apart I know you're drawing me to yourself; 
Lead me, Lord, I pray.
Take me, mould me, use me, fill me; 
I give my life to the Potter's hand.
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me; 
I give my life to the Potter's hand.

Worship in Song - during communion

Your grace that leads this sinner home
From death to life forever
And sings the song of righteousness
By blood and not by merit

Your grace that reaches far and wide
To every tribe and nation
Has called my heart to enter in
The joy of Your salvation

   By grace I am redeemed
   By grace I am restored
   And now I freely walk 
   into the arms of Christ my Lord

Your grace that I cannot explain
Not by my earthly wisdom
The prince of life, without a stain
Was traded for this sinner

Let praise rise up and overflow
My song resound forever
For grace will see me welcomed home
To walk beside my Saviour

Prayer after Communion
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this
sacred feast: for here we receive you, here the
memory of your passion is renewed, here our
minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge
of future glory is given, when we shall feast at
that table where you reign with all your saints
for ever.  Amen.

Worship in Song
In the darkness there’s a light before me
And it drives away my fear
In the silence there’s a voice that calls me
And it tells me you are near

In the chaos there’s a hand that holds me
And will never let me go
Yes I know that you are always for me
For your word has told me so

   I will follow you, I will walk by faith
   You have brought me near by your unrelenting grace
   I will set my mind on the things above
   You have won my heart with your everlasting love

I was lost but then you came and found me
And in love you brought me home
I was dead in sin but then you raised me
I am saved by grace alone

For no height no depth no life no death
No power on earth can take us from your love
No height no depth no life no death
No power on earth can take us from your love

Blessing
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give
you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and strengthen you to proclaim the word and
works of God;  and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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