
Service of Holy Communion
Sunday 12 October 2025

2 John - Walking in truth and love

Welcome

Worship in Song
How good it is to sing, to bring our praise to him
Whose love and mercy knows no end
He brings the sun and rain, he calls each star by name
The universe resounds with praise

   O shout for joy to God and sing a new song
   Extol the Lord of life for his provision
   And he delights in those who love and fear him
   All those who put their hope in God

He gathers families, orphans and refugees
And binds the wounds of those who mourn
The humble lifted high, the proud he casts aside
His justice faithful as the dawn

What friend or foe can last, before his icy blast
The winds and waves obey his voice
Yet mercy will prevail, his love will reconcile
The nations of the earth to him

Confession
O God, you asked for my hands, that I might
use them for your purpose; I gave them for a
moment, and then withdrew them, for the
work was hard. You asked for my mouth, to
speak out against injustice; I gave you a
whisper that I might not be accused. You asked
for my eyes, to see the pain of poverty; I closed
them, for I did not want to see. 

O God, forgive me for my efforts to serve you
only when it is convenient; only in those
places where it is safe, and only with those
who make it easy.  O God, forgive me, renew
me, and send me out as a servant following
the example of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from
our sins, and restore us in his image to the
praise and glory of his name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find their
rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and
draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to
your heavenly city where we shall see you face
to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen. 

Bible Readings
2 John (Bible page 1025)
John 13.31-35 (Bible page 900)

Sermon

Worship in Song
A new commandment I give unto you
That you love one another as I have loved you,
That you love one another as I have loved you.
By this shall all men know that you are my disciples,
If you have love one for another.

Worship in Song
Speak O Lord as we come to you
To receive the food of your holy word
Take your truth plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in your likeness
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak O Lord and fulfill in us
All your purposes for your glory

Teach us Lord full obedience
Holy reverence true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of your purity
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of power that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief
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Speak O Lord and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity
And by grace we'll stand on your promises
And by faith we'll walk as you walk with us
Speak O Lord till your church is built
And the earth is filled with your glory

The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third
day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.  I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Banns of Marriage, Video & Notices 

The Peace
Jesus said: ' Love one another.  As I have loved
you, so you are to love one another.'

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Worship in Song
Lord Jesus you have built your church
You are our faithful living Head
Across the years the flame has passed
Across the earth the light has spread

Lord Jesus build your church today
May we be faithful to your word
Delighting in its glorious truth
Rejoicing in its gracious Lord

   Keep us in the faith, make us one in Christ
   Pressing on in hope to win the prize
   Let the light still shine
   May the flame burn bright
   Till the day your glory fills the skies

Lord Jesus build your church today
May we be faithful to your love
One body bound by bonds of peace
One holy bride for Christ our God

Lord Jesus build your church today
May we be faithful to proclaim
To go and make your gospel known
To go and magnify your name

Offertory Prayer
God of life, Saviour of the poor, receive with
this money gratitude for your goodness,
penitence for our pride and dedication to your
service in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, Lord
God of truth, for by the breath of your mouth
you have spoken your word, and all things have
come into being.

You fashioned us in your image and placed us in the
garden of your delight.  Though we chose the path
of rebellion you would not abandon your own.

Again and again you drew us into your
covenant of grace.  You gave your people the
law and taught us by your prophets to look for
your reign of justice, mercy and peace.

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on
earth, we echo the song of the angels in
heaven, evermore praising you and saying:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord God, you are the most holy one, enthroned
in splendour and light, yet in the coming of your
Son Jesus Christ you reveal the power of your
love made perfect in our human weakness.
Amen.  Lord, we believe.

Embracing our humanity, Jesus showed us the
way of salvation; loving us to the end, he gave
himself to death for us; dying for his own, he
set us free from the bonds of sin, that we
might rise and reign with him in glory.
Amen.  Lord, we believe.

On the night he gave up himself for us all he
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.
Amen.  Lord, we believe.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood  of the new
covenant which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.
Amen.  Lord, we believe.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he
suffered on the cross, we celebrate his
resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, we
rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on
high and we long for his coming in glory.
Amen.  Come Lord Jesus.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our
redemption, Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts
of your creation be to us the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ; form us into the likeness of Christ
and make us a perfect offering in your sight.
Amen.  Come Holy Spirit.

Look with favour on your people and in your
mercy hear the cry of our hearts.  Bless the earth,
heal the sick, let the oppressed go free and fill your
Church with power from on high.  
Amen.  Come Holy Spirit.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth to
feast with all your saints at the table in your
kingdom, where the new creation is brought to
perfection in Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty
Father, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song - during communion

Sister let me wipe your tears
Brother let me bear your fears
Come on every daughter every son
Let us walk in love for we are one

Though we walk a long and broken road
We are here to bear each other's load
And forgive as you've forgiven us
Let us walk in love for we are one
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   We are one in the Father's love
   We of every tribe and every tongue
   We are found in the risen Son
   We are bound together by his blood
   Let us walk in love for we are one

There's a love that conquers all divides
There's a love that paid the greatest price
For the battle over death is won
Now alive in Christ we live as one

On the day you come to call us home
With the multitude before the throne
Now with all the saints who've overcome
For eternity we'll sing as one

Worship in Song - during communion

Hear me Lord out of the depths I call
Comfort and guard my heart shelter me in this storm
Turn to me see my distress and need
Weary and poor I come calling upon your name

   You are forgiving and good
   Abounding in love to the faithful who call
   No other god can compare to you
   Great is your mercy and grace
   With all of my heart I will sing of your name
   No other power can save but you

Teach me God show me the righteous path
Lead me to walk with you trusting you all my days
Hear my cry with terror on every side
Justice will soon prevail you are the God who saves

Prayer after Communion
Eternal God and Father, whose Son at supper
prayed that his disciples might be one, as he is
one with you: draw us closer to him, that in
common love and obedience to you we may
be united to one another in the fellowship of
the one Spirit, that the world may believe that
he is Lord, to your eternal glory; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
O Church, arise, and put your armour on;
Hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong
In the strength that God has given.

With shield of faith and belt of truth,
We'll stand against the devil's lies;
An army bold, whose battle-cry is love,
Reaching out to those in darkness

Our call to war, to love the captive soul
But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole
We will fight with faith and valour.
When faced with trials on every side
We know the outcome is secure,
And Christ will have the prize for which he died,
An inheritance of nations.

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet
As the Son of God is stricken;
Then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet,
For the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away,
And Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day
Every eye and heart shall see him.

So Spirit, come put strength in every stride,
Give grace for every hurdle,
That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way,
Retelling triumphs of his grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When with Christ we stand in glory.

Blessing
Go in peace; love and care for one another in
Christ's name, and may God bless you with
every gift needful for his work, may the Spirit
grant you the willingness to risk yourself for the
sake of the gospel, and may the love and 
compassion of Jesus dwell richly within you till
the time of his coming both now and
forevermore; and may the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be with you now and always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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