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Welcome

Worship in Song
In days of peace and days of rest
In times of loss and loneliness
Though rich or poor your word is true
That all my ways are known to you

No trial has come beyond your hand
No step I walk beyond your plan
The path is dark outside my view
Still all my ways are known to you

   And O what peace that I have found
   Wherever I may be
   For all my ways are known to you
   Hallelujah they are known to you

I do not fear the final night
For death will be the door to life
You take my hand and lead me through
For all my ways are known to you

Bridge
   Open up my eyes so I may see
   That you have made these ways for me
   Open up my eyes so I may see
   That you my God will walk with me

Saying Sorry
We come to God as one from whom no secrets
are hidden, to ask for his forgiveness and peace:

Loving God, we confess that we are not what
we should be.  So we come now before you,
seeking your mercy.  Forgive us everything
that spoils our life: the pride, greed,
selfishness and envy that alienate us from
others, and also from you.  Forgive us our
unkind words, foolish deeds and unworthy
thoughts; our weakness of will and
carelessness in discipleship.  Work within us
and, by your grace, make us whole, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

May God who loved the world so much that he
sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us our sins
and make us holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from
the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death
he has recalled us to life, so by his continual
presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Bible Reading
1 John 2.1-29 (Church Bible page 1021)

Worship in Song
   Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul
   Worship his holy name
   Sing like never before O my soul
   I'll worship your holy name

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger
Your name is great and your heart is kind
For all your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Sermon
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Worship in Song
My soul will sing with all the strength I have in me
I will rejoice with every day he gives
I will recall the wonders he has shown to me
His power to heal his mercy to forgive
We join with angels to sing his praises
He does not treat us as our sins deserve

   High as the heavens reach above the earth
   Is your unfailing love, is your unfailing love
   Far as the east is banished from the west
   You took our sins from us 
   removed our sins from us
   How wide how high is your unfailing love

Our King delights to show compassion to the weak
Their deepest needs he loves to satisfy
Throughout the earth
His justice and his mercy speak
And he will run to meet the victim's cry
From everlasting to everlasting
Our youth renewed with every step we take

Though we are dust a moment in eternity
As flowers bloom today and then are gone
He crowns our lives with beauty and with dignity
His patience smiles on all who turn to him
From generation to generation
We'll tell the story of his faithfulness

The Liturgy of Baptism

Presentation of Declan and Faith
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  In
baptism the Lord is adding to our number
those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome Declan and
Faith and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will. 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives
Declan and Faith with joy.   Today we are trusting
God for their growth in faith.  Will you pray for
them, draw them by your example into the
community of faith and walk with them in the
way of Christ?
Parents and godparents:  
With the help of God, we will.

In baptism Declan and Faith begin their journey in
faith. You speak for them today.  Will you care for
them, and help them to take their place within the
life and worship of Christ's Church?
Parents and godparents:
With the help of God, we will.

Baptismal Promises
The Paschal candle is lit.

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into
his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means
dying to sin and rising to new life with them.
Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
Parents and godparents: I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
Parents and godparents: I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us
from God and neighbour?
Parents and godparents: I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Parents and godparents: I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Parents and godparents: I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and
the life?
Parents and godparents: I come to Christ.

Signing with the Cross
Declan and Faith, Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of the cross.  Do not be
ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against
sin, the world and the devil, and remain
faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver you from the
powers of darkness, restore in the you the
image of his glory, and lead you in the light
and obedience of Christ.  Amen. 
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Prayer over the Water
We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of
your Son Jesus. He was baptized in the River
Jordan, where your Spirit came upon him and
revealed him as the Son you love.  He sent his
followers to baptize all who turn to him. Now,
Father, we ask you to bless this water, that
those who are baptized in it may be cleansed
in the water of life, and, filled with your Spirit,
may know that they are loved as your children,
safe in Christ for ever.  Amen.

We proclaim what we believe
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source
of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took
our human nature, died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Baptism
Declan and Faith, I baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

May God, who has received you by baptism
into his Church, pour upon you the riches of his
grace, that within the company of Christ's
pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by
his anointing Spirit, and come to the
inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen.

Living as a baptised Christian
We have brought Declan and Faith to baptism
knowing that Jesus died and rose again for them
and trusting in the promise that God hears and
answers prayer.  We have prayed that in Jesus

Christ they will know the forgiveness of their sins
and the new life of the Spirit.

As Declan and Faith grow up, they will need
the help and encouragement of the Christian
community so that they may learn to know
God in public worship and private prayer,
follow Jesus Christ in the life of faith, serve
their neighbour after the example of Christ,
and in due course come to confirmation. 

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty to
support them by prayer, example and teaching. As
their parents and godparents, you have the prime
responsibility for guiding and helping them in their
early years. This is a demanding task for which you
will need the help and grace of God. Therefore let
us now pray for grace in guiding Declan and Faith in
the way of faith.

Faithful and loving God, bless those who care
for Declan and Faith and grant them your gifts
of love, wisdom and faith.  Pour upon them
your healing and reconciling love, and protect
their home from all evil.  Fill them with the
light of your presence and establish them in
the joy of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Giving of a Lighted Candle
God has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and has given us a place with the
saints in light.  
Declan and Faith, you have received the light of
Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life.

Shine as a light in the world to the glory of
God the Father.
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Welcome
Declan and Faith, God has received you by
baptism into his Church.

We welcome you into the Lord's Family.  We
are members together of the body of Christ;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we are inheritors together of the kingdom of
God.  We welcome you.

Worship in Song
Come set your rule and reign, in our hearts again
Increase in us we pray, unveil why we're made
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope
Like wildfire in our very souls
Holy Spirit come invade us now
We are your church, we need your power in us

We seek your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst
Refuse to waste our lives, for you're our joy and prize
To see the captives' hearts released
The hurt the sick the poor at peace
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause
We are your church, we pray revive this earth

   Build your kingdom here, let the darkness fear
   Show your mighty hand, heal our streets and land
   Set your church on fire, win this nation back
   Change the atmosphere 
   Build your kingdom here we pray

Unleash your kingdom's power reaching the near and far
No force of hell can stop your beauty changing hearts
You made us for much more than this
Awake the kingdom seed in us
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ
We are your church, we are the hope on earth

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Offertory Prayer
Gracious God, accept the gifts that we bring,
and with them our lives, to be used in your
service; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Blessèd be your name
In the land that is plentiful
Where your streams of abundance flow
Blessèd be your name
Blessèd be your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessèd be your name

   Every blessing you pour out I’ll turn back to praise
   When the darkness closes in Lord still I will say
   Blessèd be the name of the Lord
   Blessèd be your name
   Blessèd be the name of the Lord
   Blessèd be your glorious name

Blessèd be your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be
Blessèd be your name
Blessèd be your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessèd be your name

   You give and take away, you give and take away
   My heart will choose to say
   Lord blessèd be your name

Blessing
The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself,
the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in
his service, the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your
hearts; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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