
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Service of Holy Communion
15 January 2023 at 11 am

Worship in Song
In the darkness there’s a light before me

Countdown & Welcome

In today's Bible reading
When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming to him, he
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God"  and then pointed his
own disciples to follow him.  Jesus then asked the
disciples, “What are you looking for,” and then invited
them to “Come and see.”  Lord, open our hearts to
you and give us the courage to follow.  By your Spirit
aid us in our journey, so that like John, we may point
others to the Lamb of God.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Jesus calls us o'er the tumult
Of our life's wild restless sea
Day by day his sweet voice soundeth
Saying 'Christian, follow me.'

As of old disciples heard it
By the Galilean lake
Turned from home and toil and kindred
Leaving all for his dear sake

Jesus calls us from the worship
Of the vain world's golden store
From each idol that would keep us
Saying 'Christian, love me more.'

In our joys and in our sorrows
Days of toil and hours of ease
Still he calls in cares and pleasures
That we love him more than these.

Jesus calls us; by thy mercies
Saviour, may we hear thy call
Give our hearts to thine obedience
Serve and love thee best of all.

Confession
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel
the darkness of our hearts.  In his light let us
examine ourselves and confess our sins.

God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are
sinners.  We turn from the wrong that we
have thought and said and done, and are
mindful of all that we have failed to do.  For
the sake of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us
for all that is past, and help us to live each
day in the light of Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from
our sins, and restore us in his image to the
praise and glory of his name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayer for Today
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches
of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.  Amen.

Bible Reading
John 1.29-42 (Church Bibles p886)

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Worship in Song
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed



To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome
Yet not I but through Christ in me

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free
Yet not I but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third
day he rose again;  he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Presentation

The Peace
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross. We meet in his name
and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Everything in heaven and earth comes from you,
Lord. We give you only what is yours.  May you
be praised forever and ever. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all
times and in all places to give you thanks and
praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and
eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For he is our great high priest who has looses
us from our sins and has made us to be a royal
priesthood to you our God and Father.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and
glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, who, in
your tender mercy, gave your only Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption; who made there by his one oblation of
himself once offered a full, perfect and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the
whole world; he instituted, and in his holy gospel
commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of
his precious death until he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, and
grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we
receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread
and this wine, according to your Son our Saviour
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of
his death and passion, may be partakers of his
most blessed body and blood;



who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and
gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: Drink
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you
restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, in
remembrance of the precious death and
passion, the mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension of your dear Son Jesus Christ, we
offer you through him this our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving.

Grant that by his merits and death, and
through faith in his blood, we and all your
Church may receive forgiveness of our sins and
all other benefits of his passion.  Although we
are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to
offer you any sacrifice, yet we pray that you
will accept this the duty and service that we
owe.  Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our
offences, and fill us all who share in this holy
communion with your grace and heavenly
blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never
be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you, and you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be
the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life
attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you, and you in
me?

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as
this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you, and you in me?

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape
the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you,
and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true when you
but call my name:
let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and
footsteps show;
thus I'll move and live and grow in you, and you in me.



Worship in Song
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away
Slain for us and we remember
The promise made that all who come in faith
Find forgiveness at the cross
So we share in this Bread of Life
And we drink of his sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of peace
Around the table of the King

The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ
Torn for you eat and remember
The wounds that heal the death that brings us life
Paid the price to make us one
So we share in this Bread of Life
And we drink of his sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of love
Around the table of the King

The blood that cleanses every stain of sin
Shed for you drink and remember
He drained death's cup that all may enter in
To receive the life of God
So we share in this Bread of Life
And we drink of his sacrifice
As a sign of our bonds of grace
Around the table of the King

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise
To respond and to remember
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ
As His body here on earth
As we share in his suffering
We proclaim Christ will come again
And we'll join in the feast of heaven
Around the table of the King

Worship in Song
There is a redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy one.

   Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son,
   And leaving your Spirit
   Till the work on earth is done.

Jesus my redeemer, name above all names,
Precious lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain.

When I stand in glory I will see his face.
And there I'll serve my King for ever,
In that holy place.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls
and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us
out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory.  Amen.

Worship in Song
In the darkness there’s a light before me
And it drives away my fear
In the silence there’s a voice that calls me
And it tells me you are near

In the chaos there’s a hand that holds me
And will never let me go
Yes I know that you are always for me
For your word has told me so

   I will follow you, I will walk by faith
   You have brought me near
   By your unrelenting grace
   I will set my mind on the things above
   You have won my heart
   With your everlasting love

I was lost but then you came and found me
And in love you brought me home
I was dead in sin but then you raised me
I am saved by grace alone

Bridge
   For no height no depth no life no death
   No power on earth can take us from your love
   No height no depth no life no death
   No power on earth can take us from your love

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and
always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Music as we leave (Music Group)

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer


