
Advent Sunday
27 November 2022 at 11 am

Holy Communion

Worship in Song
Hear the call of the kingdom

Countdown Video  - What is Advent?

Welcome

Words of Introduction
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every
eye will see him. Revelation 1:7

You also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not
expect him. Matthew 24:44

Let us prepare our hearts as we await the
coming of our Lord.  Let us watch for the one
who heard our cries and shouldered the
suffering of our world.  Let us anticipate the
coming of Christ’s eternal world with
wholeness, reconciliation and blessing.  Let us
wait in expectation for the day when God’s
glory is revealed in all its fullness.

Lighting the first Advent Candle

Worship in Song
How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him
Who brings good news good news
Announcing peace, proclaiming news of happiness
Our God reigns, our God reigns.

    Our God reigns, our God reigns,
    Our God reigns, our God reigns.

You watchmen lift your voices joyfully as one
Shout for your King, your King
See eye to eye the Lord restoring Zion
Our God reigns, our God reigns.

Waste places of Jerusalem break forth with joy
We are redeemed redeemed
The Lord has saved and comforted his people
Our God reigns, our God reigns.

Ends of the earth see the salvation of your God
Jesus is Lord, is Lord
Before the nations he has bared his holy arm
Our God reigns, our God reigns.

Confession
O God, you search us out and know us,
and all that we are is open to you.
We confess that we have sinned:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we scoff at those who await your return,
and live as though you were never here:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we long for your coming to change the world,
and yet are unwilling to change even our own hearts:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we do not make straight paths for justice,
nor offer a welcome when you come as a stranger:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we dismiss prophets and angels and
refuse to nourish your seed within us:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

When we reduce our preparation for your
coming to reckless expense and trivialities:
In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us.

Assurance of Pardon
May God our Father forgive us our sins, and
bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom where
dust and ashes have no dominion.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works
of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now
in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious
majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.   Amen.



Interview - with Steve Haskett

Song of Worship
Hills of the north rejoice
River and mountain-spring
Hark to the advent voice
Valley and lowland sing
Christ comes in righteousness and love
He brings salvation from above

Isles of the southern seas
Sing to the listening earth
Carry on every breeze
Hope of a world's new birth
In Christ shall all be made anew
His word is sure his promise true

Lands of the east arise
He is your brightest morn
Greet him with joyous eyes
Praise shall his path adorn
The God whom you have longed to know
In Christ draws near and calls you now

Shores of the utmost west
Lands of the setting sun
Welcome the heavenly guest
In whom the dawn has come
He brings a never-ending light
Who triumphed o'er our darkest night

Shout as you journey home
Songs be in every mouth
Lo from the north they come
From east and west and south
In Jesus all shall find their rest
In him the universe be blest

Bible Reading
Matthew 24.36-44 (Church Bible page 830)

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Steve Haskett

Affirmation of Faith
We believe the grace of God has dawned upon
us with healing for all the world, and so we
rejoice to declare our faith in him: 

We trust in God the Father, who has revealed
his love and kindness to us, and in his mercy
saved us, not for any good deed of our own,
but because he is merciful.

We trust in Jesus Christ, who gave himself up
for us to free us from our sin, and set us
apart for himself a people eager to do good. 

We trust in the Holy Spirit, whom God poured
out on us generously through Christ our saviour
so that justified by grace we might become heirs
with the hope of eternal life.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
May the God of peace make you completely holy,
ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation;
through your goodness we have this money to
offer, the fruit of our labour and of the skills
you have given us. Take us and our
possessions to do your work in the world.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our
salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of your
praise.  In the fullness of time you made us in
your image, the crown of all creation.  You give
us breath and speech, that with angels and
archangels and all the powers of heaven we may
find a voice to sing your praise:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you
embraced a people as your own.  When they
turned away and rebelled your love remained
steadfast.  From them you raised up Jesus our
Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in
whom all our hungers are satisfied.  He offered
his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than
death he opened wide his arms on the cross.  On
the night before he died, he came to supper with
his friends and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set
us free. You are the Saviour of the world.

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross; we remember
his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that
he intercedes for us at your right hand.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before
you these gifts of your creation; may they be
for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy things in your
presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and
build us into a living temple to your glory.

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land. Reveal
her unity, guard her faith, and preserve her in peace. 
Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision of
that eternal splendour for which you have created
us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with
whom, and in whom, with all who stand before you
in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father
almighty, in words of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be
yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of
Christ.  Though we are many, we are one
body, because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and
his blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
Come thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver;
Born a child, and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever;
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone:
By thy all-sufficient merit,
Raise us to thy glorious throne.



Worship in Song
Spirit of heaven flood over me
Forming Christ in all that I do
Turn every sinful desire in me
Into holy passion for You

   O Spirit of God come down
   Let mercy and grace abound
   My passionate prayer shall be
   Christ in me

Spirit of beauty and holiness
Come refine with fire from above
Till I am cast in Your righteousness
And I love the things that You love

Breathe Your forgiveness when darkness falls
And my heart is heavy with sin
Fill me with faith for the higher cause
Of the ceaseless praise of the King

Worship in Song
Beneath the cross of Jesus I find a place to stand
And wonder at such mercy that calls me as I am
For hands that should discard me
Hold wounds which tell me come
Beneath the cross of Jesus 
My unworthy soul is won

Beneath the cross of Jesus his family is my own
Once strangers chasing selfish dreams
Now one through grace alone
How could I now dishonour
The ones that You have loved
Beneath the cross of Jesus
See the children called by God

Beneath the cross of Jesus 
The path before the crown
We follow in His footsteps
Where promised hope is found
How great the joy before us
To be His perfect bride
Beneath the cross of Jesus
We will gladly live our lives

Prayer after Communion
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us
faithful as we await the coming of your Son
our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may

not find us sleeping in sin but active in his
service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Worship in Song
Hear the call of the kingdom
Lift your eyes to the King
Let his song rise within you
As a fragrant offering
Of how God rich in mercy came in Christ to redeem
All who trust in his unfailing grace

Hear the call of the kingdom
To be children of light
With the mercy of heaven the humility of Christ
Walking justly before him
Loving all that is right
That the life of Christ may shine through us

   King of heaven we will answer the call
   We will follow bringing hope to the world
   Filled with passion filled with power to proclaim
   Salvation in Jesus' name

Hear the call of the kingdom
To reach out to the lost
With the Father's compassion
In the wonder of the cross
Bringing peace and forgiveness
And a hope yet to come
Let the nations put their trust in him

Notices

Blessing
Now go out into the world in peace.  Keep alert,
for we do not know the hour when we will see the
Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. Be faithful in service and persistent in prayer;
be Advent people, loving and serving the Lord; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Music as we leave
Spirit of heaven flood over me


